
    QUAYSIDE PARKðThe Childrenôs Submarine Park, A History 

 
     Back in 1986, the elements of the Quayside Park were part of the Marine Park 

at Expo 86. I can remember going there myself. After Expo, Municipalities were 

given a chance to bid on the pieces of  Expo 86 and New Westminster was  

fortunate to snag part of the Expo 86 legacy and, in consort with The British  

Columbia Parkway Authority;  Urban Transportation Development Corporation; 

First Capital City Development Corporation and the Fraser River Harbour  

Commission established the park in May, 1989 as shown in the plaque at the park. 

 

     I moved here in 1990 and the park was the only amenity along the Quay especially  

attractive to Children. It still is, except for the other remnants of the Expo 86 legacy down 

at the market. I remember taking my young niece, Dawn and nephew, John,  to the park on 

their visits here. Some years later, my niece, Dawn, had a daughter Sabrina  (ñBrieò) and 

the next generation of my family was taken to the park when they came to visit Uncle Ted. 

Her mother, Dawn, took this  picture of Brie and I on her first visit. It was after that visit 

that I took an interest in the park as it was beginning to look a little ñshop wornò. By that 

time, I had joined the Quayside Community Board as a Director-at-large and the park, and 

issues surrounding it, was given to me to be a champion and advocate for the only child 

friendly amenity we had down here along the New Westminster Quay Espalande.      

 

     Our first problem was that there were a number of off-leash dogs ñbotheringò children in 

the park and many dog owners who were using the sand and picnic area in the park to  

ñdo their businessò ðneither best for the safety and health of those children using the park.   

I recalled from my time living in Calgary that there was a bylaw that prohibited dogs from 

using the childrenôs playground area and pursued the City Parks and Recreation Department 

to fence off the area and post signs. Well, they wouldnôt spend the money for the fence, but 

did install two signs that indicated that Dogs were prohibited in the park. Most responsible 

dog owners adhere to this ñgood-neighbourò appeal but, unfortunately, some still donôt. 

 

    A greater threat to the park was unveiled in a June 2009 City Engineering  

Report which had moved a bicycle/pedestrian bridge, proposed to link across to 

Queensborough, from its original river crossing alignment, near Poplar Island, 

to the greenbelt abutting the railroad swivel bridge crossing. The ramp system 

that is required to elevate users to the 10-story height to allow boats to navigate  

underneath, a height akin to the Queensborough bridge deck above the river, 

would likely have destroy the park, as you can see in the diagram to the left. 

     In the Parks and Recreation Comprehensive  Draft Plan of June 2008, the Professional Environmental  

Recreation Consultants Ltd. Recommended, at page 129, that:  

 

                  òPoplar Island should be acquired by the  

                    City or developed in partnership with  

                    Metro Vancouver to serve residences  

                    on both sides of  the river, and to begin  

                    to create a better connection between  

                    Queensborough and the rest of New  

                    Westminster.ò 

 

     The potential for that proposed amenity can be seen in the above picture taken by Fuoco, with Quayside  

Community Board President, James Crosty, surrounded by trees, on Poplar Island ð a place steeped in  

New Westminster history from its early first nations use to a thriving industrial site. 

 

     In order to save the park and to have the pedestrian bridge moved back to its  

original alignment, Ted Eddy undertook to start a petition at the 3rd annual Quayside 

Festival and Sale and gathered the first 350 signatures. The petition reads as follows: 

 

         ñWE, THE UNDERSIGNED SUPPORT THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE  

           QUAYSIDE CHILDRENôS SUBMARINE PARK SHOULD REMAIN  

           AS IS AND WHERE IS AND NOT BE DISPLACED OR IMPINGED  

           BY OTHER DEVELOPMENTò   

 

     The News Leader Newspaper published an article and picture on August 28, 2009 

and the advocacy work, on behalf of the park and the Quayside Community Board, 

began in earnest as little Brie grew a bit more each year as she shared ñpark daysò 

with Uncle Ted shown in the picture to the left. It was taken by her mother, Dawn, 

who visited the park as a child with Uncle Ted. Two generations of park patrons! 

 

     By the time the 4th annual  Quayside Festival and Sale was over, 620 signatures 

had been collected and a June 2010 Letter to The Editor of The Record had garnered 

more awareness and support to move the bridge and save the park by utilizing the  

take-off point at the west end abutment of the Molnar 3rd Avenue overpass to better 

utilize existing city infrastructure and save on the $20 million cost of the bridge. It 

should be noted that only about $10 million of the cost is covered by Development 

Assistance Compensation (DAC) funding put aside with the original estimates. 

 

     Although not the final chapter in this saga, by any means, the 5th annual Quayside 

Festival and Sale boosted the petition signatures to over 800, including those of a  

local resident dressed as Spiderman and local MLA Dawn Black, who resides at the 

Quay. Other innovative solutions are expected to emerge during the November Civic 

election as the Quayside Board is ever vigilant in the defence of its only amenity. 

     It is our understanding that the City of New Westminster Development Services will begin to turn its  

attention to this project in the spring of 2012. Residents of the Quay who believe that the Quayside Park is not 

threatened by this development should be aware of the following quote from the Engineering Departmentôs 

June 15, 2009 report as follows: 

 

          ñCareful and sensitive urban planning and design will be required to minimize negative impacts  

            to the park. Removal of light and trees, and the addition of piers at inappropriate locations  

            could negatively impact the park. Current alignments pass directly over the top of the playground  

            and consideration should be given to the relocation of the playground elsewhere in the park. 

            Certainly, increased vertical gradients and large spacing between the piers will go along way  

            to reduce these impacts.ò  

 

     We have asked the staff of Development Services to provide a three dimensional model of the proposed 

bridge, not only at the site that the Engineering Report impacts the Childrenôs Submarine park, but also one of 

the original alignment across Poplar Island so that meaningful public consultation, with full appreciation of 

visual pollution and impacts on Quayside Park can be assessed by Quayside residents.   
              


